SHAKESPEARE
her "voice" before she died, and the crown was his/1 Essex
was Elizabeth's cousin (twice removed); but on the Boleyn,
not the Tudor, side. The fact that Henry VIII had married
the great-granddaughter of a Lord Mayor of London did not
' convey a claim to the throne to all descendants of that city
magnate.
The dynastic problem which threatened England was that
Henry VIII had had two sisters, Margaret and Mary, and that,
with previous parliamentary sanction to will the crown,
Henry had willed that the younger, Suffolk, branch should
succeed rather than the elder, Stuart, branch. The question
was, should this be set aside? There were further complications.
Could James, not being an Englishman, succeed? Queen
Elizabeth could, by her support, have strengthened one or
other of the rival claims. But Essex was not in the running.
The picture of Shakespeare writing his plays to show Essex
how a king should behave, and believing that if Essex 'wisely
became friends with the old Queen, the crown would fall into
his lap3,2 has no support. Elizabeth was a great queen, in-
capable of a folly grosser than that of Lear, sharing out to his
daughters his kingdom in return for flattery. Also the Lords
and Commons of England would have seen to it that the rightful
dynasty was not disinherited. And Shakespeare was the last
man to believe that
This royal throne of kings, this scepter'd isle,
This happy breed of men, this little world,
This blessed plot, this earth, this realm, this England,
This nurse, this teeming womb of royal kings,
could be bestowed at will
Like to a tenement or pelting farm3
upon a handsome but sulky young favourite, as a reward for
wisely becoming friends with the old Queen.
We know that, on the eve of Essex's rebellion, Shakespeare's
company was trapped, by some of Essex's followers, into acting
1  The Essential Shakespeare^ p. 96.
2 The same, p. 102.          * Richard II, n, i.
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